Lake Monroe Sailing Association
New Member Guide

WELCOME ABOARD!

Your Board of Directors is glad you chose to join us at the Lake Monroe Sailing Association. We hope this
quick introduction to LMSA will help you get oriented, and of course, if you have any questions at all,
please call us at 812.824.4611.

UNDERSTANDING LMSA’S MISSION

LMSA was established in the late 1960s to encourage sailing, seamanship, and water safety. We promote
Lake Monroe as a destination for all sailors with our park-like facility that is affordable for our members
and the general public. We strive to create a culture of goodwill, personal integrity and respect for
everyone including fellow members, their families, and our guests.

CLEAN MARINA

By bringing your boat to LMSA you are supporting a community that has voluntarily adopted
environmentally-friendly practices to become the first inland Indiana marina to qualify as an official
Indiana Department of Environmental Management Clean Marina.

KEYS

Each member should have received a key to the grounds from the General Manager upon joining. The
key can be used on any locked gate and can also be used to access the ice machine, which contains an
honor box for payment. If you did not receive a key, please pick one up on your next visit. The gates are
often locked, and we don’t want you to be trapped in or out. If you unlock a gate, it is your responsibility
to relock it immediately after passing through.

PARKING

Generally, parking anywhere on the paved area or gravel is allowed, but please be mindful of areas
where others may need to pull a trailer. Parking on the grass is sometimes a necessity, except following
prolonged rains.

USE OF SHELTERS

Remember that LMSA is for members, which means that we do not allow members to host large
gatherings or parties. Of course, you can have a small get-together at a shelter house or invite a few
friends down for a cookout. Please be mindful that club activities and instructors may be using the
shelters. Fires in the fireplace are permitted, and members may use firewood from the stand near the
chimney.

EVENTS & RACING

LMSA offers a busy social and racing calendar. Please attend and consider volunteering to help, so that
you can get to know your fellow sailors. The complete events and race list is on the events page of the
LMSA website. Remember, racing on your boat or crewing on another’s boat is a great way to improve
your sailing. Stop by on race day and join the fun.
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POWER WASHER AND OTHER TOOLS

There is a power washer in the shed by the gin pole. Only use fuel from the shed. Please check the oil
prior to using and keep the hoses away from engine to prevent melting. Notify LMSA staff of any
problems. Use is limited to the area by the gin pole to limit bottom paint runoff (the lake is our drinking
water). Need to borrow a tool? Just ask, we probably have what you need.

GIN POLE, RAISING & LOWERING MASTS

If you are unfamiliar with use of the winch, ask for help. Plan ahead and be considerate of others who
also may be planning to step or drop their masts. There are a lot of people happy to help with this task.

LAUNCHING/HAULING OUT

We do not have staff dedicated to helping you with these tasks, but they are often willing to help, if they
have time. It’s best to get to know other sailors and rely on them. Make sure you’re ready: tires inflated,
winches working and engine starting.

PUMP OUT

The pump out station is located on a dock in North Bay and is free for members. There are two dump
stations for porta potties: one on the pump out dock and one on the back of the bath house; please ask
for assistance if you need help.

YOUTH SAILING PROGRAM

Our club’s summer youth program—run with Bloomington Parks and Recreation—builds confidence and
responsibility while teaching sailing. Weekday sessions run throughout the summer, and members enjoy
family discounts. We also host Indiana University’s sailing club.

PLAYGROUND
Children must be accompanied by an adult, and all posted rules should be followed.
DOGS

All dogs should be kept on a leash while visiting the club grounds. Dog waste stations are located
throughout the property. Please alert our staff if they need supplies.

BE PART OF OUR CREW

During the summer season, members who volunteer at least 20 hours at the club can earn $200 off of
their future fees. This “earned credit” is a valuable way to help the club financially as well as a great way
to create camaraderie, unity, and shared purpose.

SLIPS

Owners are expected to maintain adequate lines and to check them frequently for wear. Of course,
members do look out for one another, so if you see a situation in a boat slip that seems problematic, let
LMSA know.
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BUOYS

Owners are responsible for maintaining their own pendants (two lines with two shackles). A great

source for premade mooring lines is www.dbropes.com, which offers great advice and ships promptly.
Please check with our staff to ensure proper mooring technique.

DINGHIES

Please secure these to the dock as you found them, otherwise, wave action can cause damage. Before
starting the motors ensure there is plenty of fuel in the tank, and the tank vent and gas valve are open.
Try a few pulls before choking. Keep a PFD with you as not having one on board may result in a ticket.
Dinghies should not be used to tow boats. See

SUMMER SEASON

Boats are allowed in their slips and on moorings from the beginning of April to the End of October. Find
the specific dates on the LMSA website. The bath house, water and pump out are closed during the
winter sailing season.

SWIMMING NOT PERMITTED

Indiana law prohibits swimming near marina docks, thus making it illegal to swim at the club. Swimming
is permitted on the lake at anchor in designated no-wake zones.

LEARN TO SAIL

LMSA has instructors certified by American Sailing Association and US Sailing who can help you complete
nationally recognized certifications. They can also provide tailored instruction on a variety of topics from
anchoring to sail trim. Reach out to us for more information.

VISITING OUR WEBSITE

Once you create an account, and we verify your credentials, you will be able to access the member-only
sections of our website. These pages are where you can find a member directory with slip/buoy
assignments and a calendar of events. You will also find links to our rules and bylaws, where you can
review our club’s guidelines and organizational structure.

KEEPING YOUR MEMBERSHIP PROFILE UP TO DATE

Hopefully, we helped you create a member profile on our website when you joined. Please take a
moment to log in at www.lakemonroesailing.com to verify your individual and boat information. It is
your responsibility to keep this information up to date to ensure we know how to reach you and which
boat is yours. If you have any problems, please reach out by calling 812.824.4611 or emailing
Imsaadultsailing@gmail.com.

STAY OFFICIALLY INFORMED

The Zephyr is our members-only monthly newsletter, distributed via email. As a new member, we
hopefully added your name to our circulation list, but just to be sure you receive it, please send a
request to be added to the list to zephyr.Imsa@gmail.com.
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KEEP UP TO DATE WITH SOCIAL MEDIA

Please follow us on Facebook at our Lake Monroe Sailing Association page. (Make sure you are
connecting with us and not the club with the same name in Florida.) This is an excellent way to stay
connected with upcoming club events, and fellow club members. Join our Club GroupMe (LMSA Social)

for friendly, informal sailing chatter, ask questions, share tips, and stay in the loop with fellow members
on and off the water! It’s a great place to make plans to go sailing with other members.
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